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NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2005 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
On behalf of the Executive I would like to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year in this our last newsletter for 2005.  
Thank you for your important contributions to the ISAAC 
collaboration. 
 
2005 has proven to be a most productive and busy year. We are in the 
final stages of preparing time trend papers for publication.  The 
overview time trend paper for Phase Three has just been submitted to 
the Lancet for consideration and other papers will follow when their 
editorial decision has been made 
 
This year the ERS was held in Copenhagen on the 17-21st September 
2005.  Philippa Ellwood from the IIDC in Auckland reports back on 
the ISAAC collaborators function.  A wonderful event enjoyed by all. 
–see photos later in the newsletter. 
 
Our hearts go out to all who were involved in the earthquake disaster 
in Pakistan, our ISAAC collaborator Dr Naseer Mahmood from 
Karachi travelled to the affected area after the ERS to assist his 
people. 
 
This year the ISAAC Steering Committee Meeting was held in Hong 
Kong and hosted by Professor Chris Lai (Regional Coordinator for 
Asia Pacific) and Dr Gary Wong (Principal Investigator for the 
ISAAC Hong Kong 13/14 year olds) This meeting was an extremely 
productive and successful meeting.  A big thank you must go to 
Professor Lai and Dr Wong for hosting such a wonderful event and 
for sharing with us all, the beauty and diversity of their country.  An 
update on the ISAAC programme will accompany the next newsletter 
due out in March 2006, - watch this space. 
 
We would like to conclude by wishing you all a very happy 
Christmas and happy new year, with enough time to be able to enjoy 
your friends and family, enough energy to play, and enough space to 
be able to rejuvenate. 
 
Warmest Wishes 
Innes Asher 
 
Professor Innes Asher ONZM 
On behalf of the ISAAC International Data Centre and Steering Committee 

NTERNATIONAL  

TUDY OF  

STHMA AND 

LLERGIES IN 

HILDHOOD 

Please use Bookmarks on the left.

NB: The Phase Three B data and 
methodology checks are now finalised.  
If you have any outstanding 
correspondence with Philippa or Tadd 
from the IIDC please attend to this 
urgently.  

http://isaac.auckland.ac.nz
mailto:mi.asher@auckland.ac.nz
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 Our very own Professor Neil Pearce has been elected 
president of the International Epidemiology Association 
(IEA) at the recent World congress of Epidemiology in 

Bangkok. 

Congratulations Neil 
A well-deserved Honour 

The association has just celebrated its 50th anniversary at the Bangkok 
meeting.  Professor Pearce is the first president of the association 
from the Southern Hemisphere.  He will be president – elect for three 
years, before assuming the presidency at the next World Congress of 
Epidemiology in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2008 
 
For more information go to: 
http://masseynews.massey.ac.nz/2005/Press_Releases/09-01-05.html 

Neil Pearce: ISAAC Executive, 
 ISAAC Steering Committee,  

Chairperson of the Data and Publications 
Subcommittee,  

 
Director of the Centre of Public Health Research,  

Massey University, Wellington New  Zealand 

http://masseynews.massey.ac.nz/2005Press_Releases/09-01-05.html


ISAAC COLLABORATORS AT THE 15TH ANNUAL CONGRESS 
COPENHAGEN 17TH – 21ST SEPTEMBER 2005 

 
European Respiratory Society Meeting  

ERS 
 

Tuesday September 20th 2005 was the occasion of the 2005 ERS/ISAAC 
collaborators social gathering in Copenhagen, Denmark, which was well 
attended and a lot of fun. 
 
 It was wonderful to meet again, ISAAC collaborators that I had met on 
previous ISAAC/ERS social evenings and to meet for the first time “new” 
collaborators. With over 17,000 people attending the ERS over the 5 day 
period, an ISAAC collaborators gathering is a great way to keep in touch. It 
is like meeting up with family members from around the world and we 
very much would like to continue this tradition. I hope you enjoy the 
collection of photographs. 
 
Shortly after my return to New Zealand I learnt about the earthquake 
disaster in Pakistan. Our ISAAC collaborator from Karachi, Dr Naseer 
Mahmood who attended the ERS/ISAAC gathering travelled to the affected 
area to assist his people. It must have been heart wrenching to witness the 
devastation. Our hearts go out to the huge number of people who have been 
affected by this disaster and we hope each day gets a little easier. 
 
The ERS meeting for 2006 will be held in Munich from September 2nd to 
the 6th and we are presently exploring the logistics for an ISAAC gathering. 
Further details will be included in a 2006 newsletter. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our ISAAC collaborators 
that I have had communication with over the past few years.  Those I have 
met already and those I am still to meet.  I hope one day it is possible to 
meet you all. I enjoy very much communicating with you. I would like to 
wish you and your families a happy Christmas, and a safe and productive 
2006. 
 
 Kindest regards, 
 
 Philippa 

Click here to see photos of the 
ISAAC Collaborators Function 

http://isaac.auckland.ac.nz/Newsletters/presentation1erscopenhagan.pps
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ISAAC Social Gathering, Copenhagen, Denmark,  

1. Renato Stein, Brazil 2. Heather Zar, South Africa 
3. Gilberto Fischer, Brazil 4. Gary Wong, Hong Kong 
5. Philippa Ellwood, New Zealand 6. Nadia Aït-Khaled, France 
7. Colin Robertson, Australia 8. Lene Løchte, Denmark 
9. Sandra Nora Gonzalez, Mexico 10. Manuel Soto Quiros, Costa Rica 

11. Györgyi Zsigmond, Hungary 12. Zorica Zivkovic, Serbia & Montenegro 
13. Leticia Merida, Mexico 14. Zoltán Novák, Hungary 
15. Margarite Figuero, El Salvador 16. Osman Yusuf, Pakistan 
17. Valente Merida, Mexico 18. Dante Hernández-Colín, Mexico 
19. Kirthi Gunasekera, Sri Lanka  

Absent for photograph: 

Isabella Annesi-Maesano, France Ahmed El Bousify, Libya 
Luis García-Marcos, Spain Lelià Lo Rusp, Italy 
Federica Miceto, Italy Pedro Mondéjar, Spain 
Céline Pénarol-Morano, France Todor Popov, Bulgaria 
Chantal Raherison, France Malcolm Sears, Canada 
Emilija Vlaski, Macedonia Hartmut Vogt, Sweden 
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Philippa Ellwood’s presentation at the ERS “Replication of Sampling for Time Trends Analyses in an International Multi Centre Study - ISAAC 
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A poster presentation by Cantelle Maritz who received a Master of Public Health with distinction from the University of Pretoria for her work on “ 
Challenges experienced in implementing the International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC) protocol for establishing the prevalence of 

asthma, allergic rhinitis and eczema in children in a rural, resource-poor setting in South Africa. 
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Chantelle with supervisors  

Chantelle with her two 
sets of twins aged 11 and 
4 years               
“incredible effort” 
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Health Zar presentation at the ERS  
“The Rising Prevalence of Asthma, Allergic Rhinitis and Atopic Eczema in South African Children from 1995 to 2002” 
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A Power point presentation presented at the ERS by Dr Vlaski 

tmil033
Text Box
Click to view this in Power Point Version

http://isaac.auckland.ac.nz/Newsletters/ersseveralpresentations.pps
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A poster presentation from Professor Hywel Williams presented at the European Society of 
Dermatological Research 2005. 

 
Is Eczema really on the increase worldwide? 

http://isaac.auckland.ac.nz/
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Kyrgyzstan October 2005 
 

 
I was extremely honoured to be invited recently to an international conference in Jalalabat, 
Kyrgyzstan to present on the ISAAC study. This conference was supported by the European 
Respiratory Society (ERS) and my travel was also sponsored by the ERS. 
 
This was a tremendously exciting opportunity for me as I had never been to this part of the world 
before and I appreciated the opportunity to meet our ISAAC collaborators.  However the logistics 
of travelling to Kyrgyzstan took a lot of planning and working out. I travelled for 35 hours, from 
New Zealand, (which included transits in Hong Kong, Delhi and Tashkent,) to Bishkek, the capital 
of Kyrgyzstan where I stayed for two nights before flying to Jalalabat.  
 
My stay in Bishkek was made memorable by the kind invitation to stay with our Bishkek ISAAC 
Collaborator, Dr Cholpon Imanalieva and her lovely family. I visited the hospital where Cholpon 
and her colleagues worked and presented to her group after being given a wonderful lunch in their 
office. The following day I flew to Jalalabat in a very small plane, over the most magnificent 
mountain ranges, so close I felt that I could touch the tallest peaks. It was a beautiful day and the 
scenery was extraordinarily beautiful. I was collected from the airport by Nurlan, a local Dr and 
Higul, who was my interpreter for the occasion. My accommodation in Jalalabat was at Kutbolsun 
in the Health Resort area where the pure water is reported to be of the finest quality and consumed 
for its healing qualities by those who stay at the Health Resort. The view from my room was of 
those beautiful mountains that I had flown over. The 2 day international conference was organised 
by the ISAAC Jalalabat collaborator, Dr Shairbek Sulaimanov which was well attended and most 
successful. After the conference some of the delegates enjoyed a trip to the mountains where we 
visited a famous waterfall and afterwards were provided with a sumptuous meal before driving 
back to our accommodation. 
 
My stay in Kyrgyzstan was enhanced by the kindness shown to me by everyone that I met. I 
enjoyed very much meeting new friends and I am indebted to the many that went out of their way 
to look after me in Bishkek and Jalalabat. Despite the language difficulties we were able to 
communicate and understand each other.  The ISAAC collaboration and the ERS have provided me 
with an opportunity to appreciate a different environment and I am grateful.  I have been humbled 
by my experience in Kyrgyzstan. I would have loved to include all my photos of this beautiful 
country. 
 
To my friends in Kyrgyzstan:  I feel truly privileged to have experienced your hospitality, your 
kindness, your generosity, your warmth and your sincerity. I loved my stay in Kyrgyzstan and hope 
in the years to come, that an opportunity to return is possible. 
 
 I will never forget you all.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Philippa Ellwood 
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Kyrgyzstan Photos

ISAAC Kyrgyzstan’s National Collaborator from Bishkek and Principal 
Investigator, Dr Cholpon Imanalieva and her wonderful ISAAC team 

The International ERS Summer School Conference in Jalalabat,  
with the ISAAC Jalalabat Principal Investigator Dr Shairbek Sulaimanov. 

Thank you to you all for your warmth and love, I will treasure memories for always. 
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ISAAC Phase One Worldwide Publications 
 

Professor Neil Pearce 
ISAAC Phase One Publications Coordinator 

ISAAC Executive 
E-mail: n.e.pearce@massey.ac.nz 

 
1.0 Preliminary Papers 
 
1.1 ISAAC Phase One Manual. 2nd ed. Auckland and Münster: ISAAC Steering Committee, 1993. 
1.2 Pearce NE, Weiland S, Keil U, Langridge P, Anderson HR, Strachan D, Bauman A, Young L, 

Gluyas P, Ruffin D, Crane J, Beasley R. Self-reported prevalence of asthma symptoms in children 
in Australia, England, Germany and New Zealand: an international comparison using the ISAAC 
written and video questionnaires. Eur Resp J 1993; 6: 1455-61. 

1.3 Asher I, Keil U, Anderson HR, Beasley R, Crane J, Martinez F, Mitchell EA, Pearce N, Sibbald B, 
Stewart AW, Strachan D, Weiland SK, Williams HC. International study of asthma and allergies in 
childhood (ISAAC): rationale and methods. Eur Resp J 1995; 8: 483-91. 

 
2.0 Main Findings 
 
2.1 Strachan D, Sibbald B, Weiland S, Aït-Khaled N, Anabwani G, Anderson HR, Asher MI, Beasley 

R, Björkstén B, Burr M, Clayton T, Crane J, Ellwood P, Keil U, Lai C, Mallol J, Martinez F, 
Mitchell E, Montefort S, Pearce N, Robertson C, Shah J, Stewart A, Von Mutius E, Williams H. 
Worldwide variations in prevalence of symptoms of allergic rhinoconjunctivitis in children: The 
International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). Paediatric Allergy 
Immunology 1997; 8: 161-76. 

2.2 ISAAC Steering Committee (Writing Committee: Beasley R, Keil U, Von Mutius E, Pearce N). 
Worldwide variation in prevalence of symptoms of asthma, allergic rhinoconjunctivitis and atopic 
eczema: ISAAC. Lancet 1998; 351: 1225-32. 

2.3 Williams H, Robertson C, Stewart A, Aït-Khaled N, Anabwani G, Anderson HR, Asher MI, 
Beasley R, Björkstén B, Burr M, Clayton T, Crane J, Ellwood P, Keil U, Lai C, Mallol J, Martinez 
F, Mitchell E, Montefort S, Pearce N, Shah J, Sibbald B, Strachan D, von Mutius E, Weiland S.  
Worldwide variations in the prevalence of symptoms of atopic eczema in the international study of 
asthma and allergies in childhood. J Allergy Clin Immunol 1999; 103: 125-38.  

2.4 ISAAC Steering Committee (Writing Committee: Asher MI, Anderson HR, Stewart AW, Crane J). 
Worldwide variations in the prevalence of asthma symptoms: International Study of Asthma and 
Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). Eur Respir J 1998; 12: 315-35. 

  
3.0 Other Overview Papers 
 
3.1 Asher MI, Weiland SK, on behalf of the ISAAC Steering Committee. The International Study of 

Asthma and Allergies in Childhood. Clin Exper Allergy 1998; 28 (suppl 5): 52-66. 
3.2 Beasley R, Ellwood P, Asher I. International patterns of the prevalence of pediatric asthma the 

ISAAC program. Pediatric Clinics of North America 2003; 50(3):539-53. 
3.3 Lai C, Pearce N. The contribution of ISAAC to the understanding of asthma. Leukotriene Res & 

Clin Rev 2001; 2: 1-4.  
3.4 Mallol J, Asher MI, Williams H, Clayton T, Beasley R. ISAAC Findings in children aged 14 

years:an overview. Allergy Clin Immunol Int 1999; 11: 176-82. 
3.5 von Mutius E. Epidemiology of asthma: ISAAC--International Study of Asthma and Allergies in 

Childhood. Pediatr Allergy Immunol 1996; 7(9 Suppl): 54-6.  
 

mailto:n.e pearce@massey.ac.nz
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ISAAC Phase One Worldwide Publications - Continue 
 
4.0 Ecologic Analyses 
 
4.1 Anderson R, Beasley R, David Strachan, Colin Robertson C, and the ISAAC Phase I Study Group. 

Mortality and hospitalisation rates. In preparation. 
4.2 Anderson HR. Poloniecki JD. Strachan DP. Beasley R. Bjorksten B. Asher MI. ISAAC Phase 1 

Study Group. Immunization and symptoms of atopic disease in children: results from the 
International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood. Am J Publ Health 2001; 91: 1126-9. 

4.3 Anderson HR and the ISAAC Phase I Study Group. Air pollution and asthma prevalence. In 
preparation. 

4.4 Asher I, et al. Overview of findings of ISAAC Phase I ecologic analyses. In preparation. 
4.5 Burr ML, EmberlinJC, Treu R, Cheng S, Pearce N, and the ISAAC Phase I Study Group. Pollen 

counts in relation to the prevalence of rhinitis and asthma in the International Study of Asthma and 
Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). Clin Exper Allergy 2003; 33: 1675-80. 

4.6 Ellwood P, Asher MI, Björkstén B, Burr M, Pearce N, Robertson CF and the ISAAC Phase One 
Study Group. Diet and asthma, allergic rhinoconjunctivitis and atopic eczema symptom 
prevalence: an ecological analysis of the International Study of Asthma and Allergies in 
Childhood (ISAAC) data. Eur Respir J 2001; 17: 436-43. 

4.7 Foliaki S, Bjorkstën B, Kildegaard-Nielsen S, von Mutius E, Cheng S, Pearce N. Antibiotic sales 
and the prevalence of symptoms of asthma, rhinitis and eczema in 13-14 year old children: The 
International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). Int J Epidemiol 2004; 33: 
558-63. 

4.8 Mitchell EA, Stewart AW, on behalf of the ISAAC Phase One Study Group. The ecological 
relationship of tobacco smoking to the prevalence of symptoms of asthma and other atopic 
diseases in children: The International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). Eur 
J Epidemiol 2002; 17: 667-73.  

4.9 Shirtcliffe P, Weatherall M, Beasley R, on behalf of the ISAAC Phase I Study Group. An inverse 
correlation between estimated tuberculosis notification rates and asthma symptoms. Respirology 
2002; 7: 153-5. 

4.10 Stewart AW, Mitchell EA, Pearce N, Strachan DP, Weiland SK, on behalf of the ISAAC Steering 
Committee. The relationship of per capita gross national product to the prevalence of symptoms of 
asthma and other atopic diseases in children (ISAAC). Int J Epidemiol 2001; 30: 173-9. 

4.11 von Mutius E, Pearce N, Beasley R, Cheng S, von Ehrenstein O, Björkstén B, Weiland S, on 
behalf of the ISAAC Steering Committee. International patterns of tuberculosis and the prevalence 
of symptoms of asthma, rhinitis and eczema. Thorax 2000; 55(6): 449-453 

4.12 Weiland SK, von Mutius E, Hüsing A, Asher MI on behalf of the ISAAC Steering Committee. 
Intake of trans fatty acids and prevalence of childhood asthma and allergies in Europe. Lancet 
1999; 353: 2040-41. 

4.13 Weiland S, Hüsing A, Strachan DP, Pearce N, on behalf of the ISAAC Study Group and ISAAC 
Europe. Climate and the prevalence of symptoms of asthma, allergic rhinoconjunctivitis and atopic 
eczema in children. Occup Environ Med 2004; 61: 609-15.  

 
Other Papers 
 
5.1 Anderson R, Robertson C, Montefort S. World-wide variations in asthma in children: association 

with severity, evidence of other atopic diagnosis and sex ratio. In preparation. 
5.2 Crane J, Mallol J, Beasley R, Stewart A, Asher MI, on behalf of the International Study of Asthma and 

Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC) Phase I study group. Agreement between written and video questions 
for comparing asthma symptoms in ISAAC. Eur Respir J 2003; 21: 455-61. 

5.3 Pearce N, Sunyer J, Cheng S, Chinn S, Bjorksten B, Burr M, Keil U, Anderson HR, Burney P, on 
behalf of the ISAAC Steering Committee and the European Community Respiratory Health 
Survey. Comparison on asthma prevalence in the ISAAC and the ECRHS. Eur Resp J 2000; 16: 
420-6. 

5.4 Stewart AW, Mitchell EA. Month of birth and childhood atopic diseases: the International Study of 
Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). In preparation. 
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ISAAC Phase Two Publications 
 
1.0 Preliminary Papers 
 
1.1 Weiland SK, Björkstén B, Brunekreef B, Cookson WOC, von Mutius E, Strachan DP, and the 

ISAAC Phase II Study Group. Phase II of the International Study of Asthma and Allergies in 
Childhood (ISAAC II): rationale and methods. Eur Respir J 2004; 24: 406-412. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ISAAC Phase Three Publications 
 
 
 
1.0 Preliminary Papers 
 
1.1 Ellwood P, Asher MI, Beasley R, Clayton TO, Stewart AW and the ISAAC Steering Committee. 

International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC II): Phase III rationale and 
methods. Int J Tuberculosis Lung Dis 2005; 9: 10-6. 
 

 
 
 

 
Professor Neil Pearce 

ISAAC Publications Coordinator 
ISAAC Executive 

E-mail: n.e.pearce@massey.ac.nz 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:n.e.pearce@massey.ac.nz
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From all of us at the IIDC and on behalf of the Executive, 
 we  wish you all a happy and safe Christmas and happy new year. 

 

 

May you have something to give 
  

 

Something to share 

 
And people to share it 

with 

Anything given with the right intentions is a gift – even a hug (un abrazo) 
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